[image: ]

2026/7 ROY PORTER STUDENT ESSAY PRIZE COMPETITION
RULES AND ENTRY FORM

The Society for the Social History of Medicine invites submissions to its 2026/7 Roy Porter Student Essay Prize Competition.

THE PRIZE
One prize will be awarded for the best original and unpublished essay in the social history of medicine. The winner will be awarded £500 and will be offered the opportunity to deliver a plenary at the SSHM biennial conference. If the winner chooses to accept, they will be awarded free conference registration and, if eligible, awarded a travel/accommodation bursary in line with the Society’s scheme (either £240, £360, or £500, dependent on the distance travelling). Additional expenses will be considered but will need to be agreed in advance with the Treasurer of the Society.

Those shortlisted for the Roy Porter Prize will be awarded £100 each and, along with the winner, will be presented with prize certificates. The winner and any shortlisted entrants may also be invited to submit to the journal, Social History of Medicine (SHM), subject to the usual reviewing procedures. The winner and those shortlisted will be offered publishing mentoring and guidance.

The Prize will not be awarded if the Panel considers that none of the essays reaches an acceptable standard.

ASSESSMENT PANEL
The Panel will consist of at least four people, including the Roy Porter Prize Chair, one of the Editors of SHM, and other members of the Executive Committee of the Society, with the assistance of members of the Editorial Board.
 
ELIGIBILITY
· Undergraduate or postgraduate students, part-time or full-time either registered at the deadline for submission of entries or awarded their degree between 1 January 2026 and 31 December 2026.
· All entrants must be members of the Society at the deadline for the close of entries and state their membership number on this entry form. Please note the membership year runs January to December. For memberships see https://sshm.org/about/become-a-member/ 
· Members of the Executive Committee of SSHM or the Editorial Board of Social History of Medicine may not enter the competition, even if otherwise eligible. 
· Candidates who are uncertain as to their eligibility should contact the Executive Secretary admin@sshm.org before preparing their entry.
 
SUBMISSION RULES
Essays must be:
· unpublished and not submitted to any other competition at the same time, nor already have won or been shortlisted or runner-up for a prize offered by anyone other than the entrant’s own university.
· original research and writing of the author.
· written in UK English.
· anonymous (authors must identify themselves only on the entry form stating SSHM membership number).
· 5000-9000 words in length (including footnotes).
· referenced and style in accordance with conventions of Social History of Medicine, available at http://shm.oxfordjournals.org under ‘Instructions for authors’ [NB keep entries to the competition wordcount specified above NOT the wordcount specified for article submissions to the journal].
· Use of Artificial Intelligence: We ask that authors follow the OUP guidelines for book authors on the responsible, appropriate, and transparent use of Generative AI. We will not consider articles which contain AI-generated text or argument, and any other, legitimate use (e.g. for analysis of large datasets or translation) should be disclosed explicitly and (if necessary) implications discussed.
· not previously submitted to this competition.

ENTRY FORM  
Entries for the Prize should be sent to the SSHM Executive Secretary admin@shm.org and consist of:
1) [bookmark: _Hlk215066822]a cover email stating clearly your name, preferred pronouns, contact details, eligibility for the Prize (see above section for details), where you study/studied for a PhD, and whether you are an independent scholar or university affiliated 
2) this entry form as a separate file (both 1 and 2 ensure your entry remains anonymous during judging). The signing of this form will be taken as the formal declaration of the entry being your own original research and writing.
3) the anonymised essay as an attachment.
The deadline for receiving entries is 5pm UK time on 1 February 2027.
A decision will be made by 30 June 2027 and the prize winner will be announced in summer 2027. All entrants will be notified of the outcome, but the panel regrets it is unable to provide feedback on unsuccessful entries.


I have read the rules for the SSHM’s 2026/7 Roy Porter Student Essay Prize Competition.  I agree to abide by these rules.  
I declare that I am eligible to enter this competition according to the eligibility rules.

[bookmark: _Hlk86318202][bookmark: Text1]Full Name:      					       Preferred Pronouns:      

[bookmark: Text2]Address:      

[bookmark: _Hlk215067170][bookmark: Text3][bookmark: Text4]Email:      					                   SSHM membership no:     

Signed:      

[bookmark: Text5]Essay Title:      




GDPR 2016 / Data Protection Act 2018 The information you provide in this form will be held securely by SSHM solely for the purpose of processing your entry and notifying you of the result.
Reg. Charity Number 278414
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